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have some little property at home. If I earn
I know, Ishall make some money, and will also
perhaps be able through it, to raise the status of
our family in the so-called society, where a mav
is great because of his long purse and mnot for,
a magnanimus heart. But 1in this transitory
world all passes away—wealth, rank, honour. The
wealthier you become, the more yourequire, and
although people may think that they ave satisfied
with gold, those who know anything know very
well, that happiness comes not from without but
from within. A poor man with bhis few rupees
is more contented than the rich man with his
millions. Let us then not despise poverty. The
greatest men of the world have beon the poorest,
at first the most persecuted and the most despised,
Buat the scoffers and the pevseentors are gone into
dust, no more to rise, no more to be heavd of,
while the persecuted and  despised live in  the
memory  and the heart of millions.  So care not
for the scoffs and contempt of the so-called social |
people, who have mot got that magnauimity of
wmind and soul, which enables a poor man to look
down upon them with the feeling of pity rather
than of contewmpt.

You iy rest acsured oy dear, that if 1 have
bad any crshitiom in wy Jife it bas boen to be of

-
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some servica to the country. It may bo that if‘ 18
duo to the fanlt of my training, but you .mlgh‘:
- remember that yon were the first to instil into my
minds these noble thoughts, thesehigh sentiments.
When thore was a talk of my going o Fngland
1 donot know what you thought or felt, but T was
nevor ensmouved of the'L C. 8., because T felt
that ty activities will be greatly circumscribed.
That was an occasion when I opened my heart to
you and yours also opeved in response. Here
+ is another such oceasion, be manly and consent to
¥ my taking the course I propose to take. If hovw-
i over I como to know that yon are not willing, I
" ghall only be gorry but not surprised. 1 believe
you ol look upon me 8% the future breadwinner
ofthe family, Woll, i€ yau lave me anly for that—
and wy heart broaks to thinkif any thing so sordid
# sud mean in yoor relation—~1 do not know what
1o say. Dowot pray disappoint me and do ot
force me to prove untrne to myself.  One wha is
nut true to himsell can never be true to any voe

ohee ¥ you cheek me the rest of my life will be
miserable: my sugeess, 100, in the profession which
¥ you have chocen for me, will ba doubtial and it is
wot making mo mizerable that you can ever think
of, § was talking of ambition. Ambition I have
tono exeept to ba of some service to the mother.
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But supposing I had nany, what field is there for
my ambition in tho ITigh Court. T know I shal
onrn n few hundred rupees n month—it may ever
be in thousands that T shall earn,but are not there .
innumerable men with their thousands and Ia¢
and crores, whom no one cares for and whod
even somo of us cannot but pity ¥ But look, oo
the other hand, at the vast field, what prince of
commoner is there who has the influence, the post
tion or the honour of u Gokhale ? And is he nd
after all a poor man ? Are we poorer than hif
family ? If millions can manage with two or thret
rupees a month, why can we not with as many
bundreds ? There will be a vast field for our -
ambition. Think of that also—and let me depar! ;
in peace. Yours will be the sacrifice and yours

too the glory.

Now looking at the question of ways and
means, I shall not require you to give me any
thing for my support. I shall get that from the,
Society. I shall get some thing also for skt
maintenance of the family which I shall remit 0
you. It will hardly be any relief to you, but st
it may be of some little use, and you will have t0
be content with thirty where you expected thre
thousands. The Society provides also something
for the education of the children. I will not troubk
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you, therefore, with finding means for their educa-
tiou. I shalltake care of them and educate them.
Think of it, my brother, and lot me know. 1
Lave devated 20 days’ constant thought to it, and
have coms to the conclusion that all tho so-called
social honour, rank and position are shawmg—a
man's greatness does not consist in the longth of
his purse, but in the magnanimity of bis heart,
and 1 am sure you have a heart as magnanimons
as any that beat in the world, Approach this ques-
" tion, again, from another point of viow. Suppose
Ism strock dead by plagne this day, will yon
oot have to manage the family and its affnfes with .
what you have got ? 'Will you not then bo forced
to be contented with your lot ? If there is any
divinity in man—as T beligve there is—should he
not willingly consent to what he may bo forced
to snbmit P If Providence forces you to be withe
ont me—you esnuot but submits show therefore,
, the magnanimity of an angel by conrting poverty
and for s time social degradation. Show that
roan has & free will and magnanimous heart—aund
proveto the world that it is nmot yet altogether
dovoid of noble miods. Prove that there are mep
to whom woney is trash—to" whom sorvice is all
; inoll. Barn the gratitede of willions~—and, lasgt
; though not the Jeast, of your nearest and dearest,
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Iam writing to my wife also about it. I can
not write to mother. This may prove a shock {0

her old age.
Yours affectionately

Rajendra Prasad
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The main agont in raising this sum bas beer.
Babu Rajendra Prasad, and tho fine response to
bis appeal is a sufficient proof that this Congress
worker enjoys the complete confidence of a very
wide Indian Public. He was relessed from prison
immediately after the earthquake and guve an
immedinte practical lead m bis unfortunate pro-
vince at a time when other Congress leader failed
to realise the nature of the catastrophe or werotoo
wedded to their own programmes to grasp the
Decessity for suspending them.
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The main agent in raising this sum has been
B‘abu Rajendras Prasad, and tho fine response to
his appeal is s eufficient proof that thns Congress
worker enjoys the complete confidence of a very
.\vide Indian Public. He was relessed from prison
l_mmediately after the earthquake and gave an
immediato practienl lead in his unfortunate pro-
vinee at o time when other Congress leader failed
to realiso the nature of the catastropho or weretoo
wedded to their own programmes to grasp the
necessity for suspending theni.
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1t was my fortune—rhether good or bad to
go over the affected areas and see things for
myself, and when going round there was but one
personality that came to my mind—and it was
that of Babu Rajendra Prasad. Rajendra Babu
was an asset to the country—a natiomal asset.
Inspite of his feeble health he took upon himself
the great work mitigating the suffering of the
earth-quake striken people, working day and pight
and I donot know who else was there whose
services could'be secured at this juncture for

leadership in the great work of relief.
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Fame is what you have taken,
Character’s what you give.

When to this truth you waken,

Then you  begin to live.
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